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PRESS RELEASE
For Immediate Release (Ijebu-Ode, Ogun State, Nigeria April 6, 2026)

APOSTOLIC NUNCIO TO NIGERIA, ARCHBISHOP MICHAEL FRANCIS
CROTTY, TO VISIT CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF IJEBU-ODE FROM APRIL 10

TO 13, 2026
Theme: “Strengthening Communion and Mission in the Local Church”

Ladies and Gentlemen of the Press,

It is with immense joy, gratitude to Almighty God, and profound appreciation to the Holy
Father, Pope Leo XIV, that I, Most Rev. Francis Obafemi Adesina, Bishop of the Catholic

Diocese of Ijebu-Ode, formally announce the forthcoming apostolic visitation of His
Excellency, Most Rev. Michael Francis Crotty, the Apostolic Nuncio to Nigeria, to our
Diocese from Friday, 10th April to Monday, 13th April 2026.

This significant visit, centered on the theme “Strengthening Communion and Mission

in the Local Church”, presents a graced opportunity for the entire Catholic faithful in
Ijebu-Ode and beyond to renew our commitment to ecclesial unity, deepen our fraternal

bonds, and rekindle our zeal for the evangelizing mission entrusted to us by Christ.

During his four-day stay, the Apostolic Nuncio will engage warmly with different
members of the Church. He will meet with the clergy, religious men and women, and the
lay faithful across various groups and apostolates, the diasporans and the Catholic [jebu
Obas (traditional rulers). These encounters will foster dialogue, listening, and shared

vision for the growth of the Church in our local context.

Highlights of the visit include:
The ordination of deacons to the Sacred Order of Priesthood, a moment of great

joy as new shepherds are raised for God’s people shall be on 11" April 2026 at

CKCC, Odolewu.

« The commissioning of the Diocesan Museum of Art and History (CAMAH) on
Sunday 12' April by 6:00pm, a project dear to the heart of this Diocese, aimed at
preserving, documenting, and showcasing the rich Catholic heritage, missionary
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history, and cultural contributions of the faith in ljebu land and Ogun State since the
arrival of the Society of African Missions (SMA) in the 19th century.

This visitation by the representative of the Holy Father underscores the universal
communion that binds the Church worldwide
Successor of St. Pete

renewal, encouragem

and the special patemal solicitude of the
r for the Church in Nigeria. It will undoubtedly bring spiritual
ent, and renewed missionary impetus to our Diocese, which was

erected on 29 May 1969 and serves the people of God

across nine Local Government
Areas in Ogun State.

As we prepare Spiritually and logistic
priests, religious, and lay faithful
of this visit

ally to welcome Archbishop Crolty, 1 call on all
of the Diocese to intensify their prayers for the success

and to participate actively in the scheduled events. Let this be a time of
genuine encounter with the Lord and with one another.

We equally extend a warm invitation to you,

our esteemed partners in the media press
men and women to cover this historic event.

Your professional presence and reportage
will help share the good news of faith, hope, and communion with a wider audience.

For further details of the programme, including specific venues and times for key events,

check out our official diocesan communication channels especially our website
www.catholicdioceseofijebuode.org

May Our Lady, Queen of Apostles and Mother of the Church, intercede for us as we
prepare to receive this distinguished guest.

Thank you, and may God bless you all.

Most Rev. Francis Obafemi Adesina
Bishop, Catholic Diocese of Ijebu-Ode.
For further information and media accreditation, please contact:

Directorate of Social Communications
Mater Christi Diocesan Chancery

JDPC Street, Ijebu-Ode, Ogun State, Nigeria
Telephone: 08141500079

Email: ijodecathdiocommdept@gmail.com
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